TESTIMONIALS 


IN  FWOUU  OP 

ROBEET  M'GEEGOR, 

ICENTIATE  OP  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS,  EDINBURGH,  MEMBER 
OF  THE  FACULTY  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS,  GLASGOW, 
LECTURER  ON  CHEMISTRY,  &o.,  &c. 
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TESTIMONIALS. 


I. 

From  Robert  Christison,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  in.  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  ^c,  ^c, 

Edinburgh,  Vlth  April, 

Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  request,  communicated  to  me  in 
your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  repeat- 
ing to  yourself,  what  you  have  been  rightly  informed  I  have 
several  times  had  occasion  to  express  in  my  clinical  lectures, 
that  your  late  contributions  to  the  chemical  pathology  of  diabetes 
mellitus  have  done  more  to  elucidate  the  nature  and  treatment 
of  that  disease,  than  any  researches  that  have  been  made  public 
for  many  years.  Some  experiments  of  my  own  upon  the  subject, 
made  before  as  well  as  after  I  was  acquainted  with  yours,  would 
seem  to  me  to  show,  that  circumstances,  not  yet  apparent  to  me, 
interfere  with  the  universality  of  some  of  the  facts  mentioned  in 
your  paper.  But  I  can  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  accuracy  of 
your  results,  the  greater  part  of  which  it  has  occurred  to  me  to 
confirm  in  the  most  ample  manner. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  acquaintance  with  practical  chemis- 
try which  is  evinced  in  your  inquiries  on  diabetes,  must  give 
you  important  advantages  in  the  medico-legal  investigations 
which  such  an  officer  as  the  Surgeon  to  a  Police  Establishment 
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will  often  be  called  on  to  undertake.  It  is  very  seldom  that  a 
practitioner,  conversant  with  the  details  of  professional  practice 
to  the  extent  which  you  ought  to  be  from  the  nature  of  your 
education  and  opportunities,  combines  the  capability  of  carrying 
on  such  chemical  operations  as  those  which  have  been  published 
in  your  paper  on  diabetes.  But  I  am  convinced  that  without 
such  combination  no  one  can  adequately  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  office  for  which  you  are  competitor,  according  to  my  ideas 
respecting  its  constitution  and  duties. 

I  am, 

Your  very  obedient  Servant, 
R.  CHRISTISON. 

Mr  M'Gregor. 


II. 

From  William  Gregory,  MvD.,  Professor  of  Medicine,  King's 
College,  Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen,  Qth  April,  1840. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  certifying  my  sincere 
opinion,  of  your  entire  fitness  for  the  office  of  Surgeon  to  the 
Glasgow  Police  Establishment.  Indeed,  as  many  cases  must 
necessarily  occur  in  that  department,  of  a  nature  to  render 
medico-legal  knowledge  of  the  utmost  importance,  I  am  fully 
convinced  that  the  Police  Board  will  be  very  fortunate  in 
securing  your  services;  and  that  your  practical  acquaintance 
with  Chemistry,  as  well  as  with  Medicine  and  Pathology,  will 


secure  for  you,  in  a  high  degree,  the  confidence  of  your  fellow- 
citizens. 

Believe  me, 

My  dear  Sir, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 
WILLIAM  GREGORY,  M.D. 

Mr  M'Gregor. 


III. 

From  Robert  Kane,  Esq.,  Professor  of  Chemistry ,  Dublin, 

23,  Lower  Gloucester  Street,  Dublin,  April  7,  1840. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony,  so  far 
as  my  opinion  can  avail,  of  your  high  qualifications  for  the  office 
which  you  are  a  candidate  for.  The  knowledge  of  Chemistry 
shown  in  the  original  investigations  you  have  conducted,  is  at 
once  extensive  and  accurate ;  and  I  would  consider  your  appoint- 
ment to  a  situation  which  involves  Toxicol ogical  research,  as 
likely  to  benefit  at  once  science  and  society,  by  fixing  your  atten- 
tion upon  a  department  of  Chemistry  so  important,  and  so  much 
neglected  in  this  country. 

With  the  warmest  wishes  for  your  success. 

Believe  me  yours, 

ROBERT  KANE. 


Mr  M'Gregor. 
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IV. 

From  Thomas  Graham,  Esq.,  Professm-  of  Chemistry^  Univer- 
sity  College^  London, 

University  College,  London,  April  7,  1840. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

In  reference  to  your  application  for  the  office  of 
Surgeon  to  the  Police  Establishment  of  Glasgow,  at  present 
vacant  by  the  lamented  death  of  Dr  Spittal,  it  may  be  allowed 
me  to  offer  my  himible  testimony  to  one  peculiar  and  highly  im- 
portant qualification  for  that  office  which  you  possess :  I  mean 
your  Toxicological  information.  You  possess  the  greatest  fami- 
liarity with  the  processes  for  detecting  poisons  by  chemical  tests, 
having  been  in  the  habit  of  communicating  practical  information 
on  that  subject  to  your  pupils.  To  this  I  may  add,  that  some 
points  in  animal  chemistry  have  received  from  you  their  best 
illustration,  as  the  formation  of  sugar  in  the  system  under 
Diabetes,  an  investigation  of  which  the  accuracy  and  great  value 
are  now  admitted  by  all  chemical  physiologists. 

I  am, 

My  dear  friend, 

Most  faithfully  yours, 

THO.  GRAHAM.  :  * 

Mr  M'Gregor. 


V. 

From  Robert  Willis,  M.D.,  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians^  London^  Physician  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  for  the 
Diseases  of  Children,  8^c. 

London,  25,  Dover  Street,  April  8,  1840. 
I  HAVE  the  greatest  pleasure  in  stating  that  I  have  been  led  to 
form  a  very  high  opinion  of  Mr  M'Gregor's  talents  and  general 
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acquirements  from  a  perusal  of  his  papers  published  in  the 
London  Medical  Gazette.  Mr  M'Gregor  has  there  handled  one 
of  the  most  interesting,  but,  until  he  wrote,  obscure  subjects  in 
practical  medicine,  in  the  very  best  and  most  philosophic  man- 
ner— he  not  only  shows  himself  the  ingenious  experimenter,  but 
the  enlightened  physiologist,  and  sound  pathologist.  The  whole 
bearing  of  Mr  McGregor's  researches  is  indeed  eminently  prac- 
tical; and  my  opinion  is  that  from  the  original  constitution  of 
his  mind,  the  opportunities  he  has  had,  and  the  pains  he  has 
taken  to  acquire  information,  there  are  few  men  better  fitted  to 
engage  in  the  active  duties  of  his  profession,  or  to  exercise  it 
with  greater  advantage  to  the  community,  than  Mr  M'Gregor. 

R.  WILLIS.  M.D. 

VI. 

From  Thomas  Thomson, -Esq.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry, 

GlasguW,  Uh  April,  1840. 

I  HAVE  known  Mr  M'Gregor  for  several  years.  He  was  for 
some  time  Apothecary,  to  the  Infirmary;  and  when  he  joined 
the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  he  printed  a  very 
curious  and  important  set  of  experiments,  which  he  had  made 
on  the  urine,  &c.,  of  several  diabetic  patients.  He  is  an  ex- 
cellent chemist,  and  has  turned  his  particular  attention  to  poisons. 

I  consider  him  as  a  young  man  of  great  modesty  and  excellent 
abilities,  and  think  him  particularly  well  qualified  for  fulfilling 
the  duties  of  Surgeon  to  the  Police. 

(Signed)       THOMAS  THOMSON,  M.D., 
Professor  of  Chemistty. 
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VII. 

From  Robert  Cowan,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

Glasgow,         March,  1840. 

I  HAVE  known  Mr  M'Gregor,  Surgeon,  for  many  years,  and  con- 
sider him  to  be  a  well  educated,  judicious,  and  intelligent 
medical  practitioner. 

If  appointed  to  the  office  of  Surgeon  to  the  Police  Establish- 
ment of  this  City  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  perform  its  duties 
in  a  most  efficient  manner,  to  his  own  credit  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Commissioners, 

(Signed)       ROBERT  COWAN,  M.D. 


Vlll. 

From  James  Wilson,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Interim  Professor  of 
Midwifery, 

Miller  Street,  Glasgow,  Qth  April,  1840. 

Mr  M'Gregor,  Surgeon,  has  been  very  intimately  known  to  me 
for  many  years,  and  more  particularly  since  he  was  associated 
with  me  in  Portland  Street  Medical  School,  where  he  has  taught 
Chemistry  with  great  success  and  satisfaction,  as  well  to  his 
colleagues  as  to  the  numerous  young  men  who  attended  his 
valuable  instructions. 

Mr  M'Gregor's  medical  qualifications  are  well  known  to  the 
profession;  and  his  industry,  attention,  and  correct  habits,  are 
such  as  to  render  him  highly  valuable  in  any  situation,  and  to 
none  more  so  than  the  Police  Establishment. 


(Signed)       JAMES  WILSON,  M.D. 
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IX. 

From  John  Burns,  Esq.,  M,D.,  Professor  of  Surgery^  <^c.,  S^c, 

Mr  McGregor  was  Apothecary  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  during 
the  time  I  acted  as  Physician  there.  I  had  every  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  his  qualifications  and  attention,  and  know  him  to 
be  well  acquainted  with  his  profession,  and  steady  in  his  habits. 

(Signed)       J.  BURNS,  M.D. 


X. 

From  William  MacKenzie,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  the  Eye 
in  the  University  of  Glasgow^  and  Surgeon  Oculist  to  her 
Majesty, 

Glasgow,  \2th  Nov.,  1838. 

Mr  Robert  McGregor,  Member  of  the  Faculty  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow,  has  been  known  to  me  for  a  considera- 
ble time,  and  I  have  formed  the  most  favourable  opinion  of  his 
general  as  well  as  professional  character.  Mr  McGregor  has 
distinguished  himself  as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  as  a 
teacher  of  Practical  Chemistry;  but,  independently  of  his  superior 
skill  in  the  department  of  medical  knowledge  just  mentioned,  I 
have  reason  to  believe  him  eminently  qualified  in  the  other 
branches  of  his  profession. 

W.  MACKENZIE,  M.D.  . 
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XI. 

Prom  William  Cumin,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery, 

Glasgow,  Nov.  19,  1838. 

I  HAVE  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Mr  Robert  M'Gregor 
for  several  years,  and  consider  him  an  intelligent  and  judicious 
man,  who  is  well  informed  in  his  profession,  particularly  in  the 
department  of  Chemistry.  He  appears  to  be  of  a  calm  and  firm 
character;  and  his  moral  conduct  I  believe  to  be  unexception- 
able. 

W.  CUMIN,  M.D. 


XII. 

From  John  Couper,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica. 

Glasgow,  \9th  Nov.y  1838. 

I  HAVE  known  Mr  Robert  M'Gregor,  Surgeon,  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  held  the  office  of  Apothecary  to  the  Glasgow 
Royal  Infirmary  for  seven  years,  with  credit  to  himself,  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  Since  then  he  became 
a  member  of  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  has 
been  engaged  in  medical  practice,  in  teaching  pharmacy,  and  in 
acting  as  medical  attendant  of  a  public  dispensary.  His  char- 
acter is,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  unexceptionable,  and  his 
manners  agreeable  and  unassuming.  On  medical  subjects  he  is 
well  informed,  and  in  chemistry  and  chemical  pharmacy,  in  par- 
ticular, his  acquirements  are  greatly  superior  to  those  of  the 
majority  of  the  medical  profession. 


JOHN  COUPER,  M.D. 
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XIII. 

From  James  Lumsden,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Glasgow 
Royal  Infirmary, 

The  applicant,  Mr  Robert  McGregor,  was  for  several  years — 
I  believe  not  less  than  seven — Apothecary  to  the  Glasgow  Royal 
Infirmary;  and  during  the  whole  period  conducted  himself, 
morally  and  professionally,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Directors  and  every  one  connected  with  the  management  of  the 
house.  Mr  M'Gregor  left  the  situation  from  a  natural  anxiety 
to  promote  his  medical  advancement;  and  I  have  learned  since, 
that  he  has  attained  considerable  practical  experience  in  his 
profession,  and  stands  most  respectable  as  to  character  and 
medical  skill. 

JAMES  LUMSDEN, 
Treasurer, 


XIV. 

From  William  Gilmour,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary, 

9,  London  Street. 

Mr  Robert  M'Gregor,  Surgeon,  and  Member  of  the  Faculty 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  has  been  known  to  me  for  the  last 
eleven  years.  In  1830  he  was  appointed  Apothecary  to  the 
Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary;  by  virtue  of  that  appointment  the 
principal  resident  charge  devolved  upon  him.  Mr  McGregor 
retained  his  office  for  seven  years,  with  great  credit  to  himself 
and  benefit  to  the  Institution.  In  order  to  improve  his  condi- 
tion in  society,  he  resigned,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  Directors. 
I  have  learned  that  during  the  three  years  of  his  practice  he 
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has  been  very  successful,  and  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of 
the  Faculty.  Mr  M'Gregor's  moral  and  professional  character 
strongly  recommend  him  to  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Police,  as  a  person  peculiarly  well  fitted  to  act  as  their  Surgeon. 

WM.  GILMOUR. 

XV. 

From  James  Watson,  Esq.,  M.D.,  President  of  the  Faculty  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Glasgow, 

Glasgow,  Sth  April,  1840. 

I  DO  hereby  certify  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Mr  Robert 
McGregor,  Surgeon,  High  John  Street,  and  Member  of  the 
Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  here;  that  it  is  consistent 
with  my  knowledge,  that  as  Apothecary  to  the  Royal  Infirmary — 
a  situation  which  he  filled  for  upwards  of  seven  years — he  was 
much  and  justly  esteemed,  not  only  by  the  medical  attendants, 
but  by  the  Directors  of  that  Institution;  that,  in  my  own  opin- 
ion he  is  an  intelligent  and  skilful  Surgeon,  and  a  person  of 
great  personal  worth,  whilst  peculiarly  modest  and  inobtrusive 
in  his  demeanour;  and  that  I  am  confident,  if  appointed  to  the 
situation  of  Police  Surgeon,  he  will  discharge  the  duties  with 
credit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  those  committed  to  his  charge. 

JAMES  WATSON,  M.D. 

XVI. 

From  Alex.  Panton,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Faculty  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons, 

Glasgow,  lO^A  April,  1840. 
I  HAVE  known  Mr  M'Gregor  since  he  was  appointed  Apothe- 
cary to  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary,  about  ten  years  ago.  I 
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was  one  of  the  Managers  at  that  time,  and  voted  for  him  in  con- 
sequence of  the  excellent  certificates  of  character  he  then  pro- 
duced. He  remained  seven  years  in  this  establishment,  during 
which  time  I  had  frequent  opportunities  of  witnessing  the  skill 
and  efficient  way  by  which  he  performed  its  various  duties. 
From  his  mild  and  unassuming  manners — his  well  grounded 
knowledge  in  chemistry — his  acquirements  as  a  medical  man; 
and  from  his  diligence,  his  zeal,  and  his  industry,  I  have  formed 
a  very  high  opinion  of  him,  and  believe  him  eminently  qualified 
to  fill  the  vacant  office  of  Surgeon  to  the  Police.  Indeed,  I  do 
not  know  any  person  better  fitted  to  discharge  its  varied  and 
important  duties. 

ALEX.  PANTON,  M.D. 


XVII. 

From  Francis  Steel,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Faculty  pf 
Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

Glasgow,  84,  St  Vincent  Street,  Qth  April,  1840. 

I  HAVE  known  Mr  R.  McGregor  for  a  long  time.  About  ten 
years  ago  he  was  elected  Apothecary  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  of 
this  place.  I  gave  him  my  support  at  that  election,  from  a  con- 
viction that  from  his  talents  and  acquirements  he  was  better 
qualified  than  any  of  the  other  candidates.  The  high  character 
which  he  has  acquired,  by  his  faithful  and  correct  conduct  in 
that  office,  has  fully  justified  the  opinion  I  then  entertained  of 
him.  I  have,  therefore^  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  consider 
him  a  very  fit  person  for  discharging  the  many  important  duties 
expected  of  the  Surgeon  to  the  Police  Establishment. 

FRANCIS  STEEL,  M.D. 
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XVIII. 

From  John  Macfarlane,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Faculty  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  late  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Glasgow 
Royal  Infirmary,  and  Physician  to  the  Garngad  Hill  Private 
Lunatic  Asylum, 

Glasgow,  6th  April,  1840. 

I  HAVE  been  intimately  acquainted  for  several  years  past  with 
Mr  McGregor,  Lecturer  on  Chemistry.  During  the  period 
that  he  held,  so  creditably  to  himself  and  beneficially  to  the 
Institution,  the  important  office  of  Apothecary  to  the  Royal 
Infirmary  of  this  city,  I  had  almost  daily  opportunities  of  meet- 
ing him.  He  is  possessed  of  excellent  abilities,  and  has  most 
faithfully  and  successfully  improved  the  admirable  means  he  has 
enjoyed  of  acquiring  a  practical  knowledge  of  his  profession. 
From  what  I  know  of  his  character,  correct  conduct,  abilities, 
and  temper,  I  feel  confident  in  recommending  him,  as  pecu- 
liarly well  qualified  for  the  vacant  situation  of  Surgeon  to  the 
Police  Establishment. 

(Signed)      JOHN  MACFARLANE,  M.D.,  &c.,  &c. 


XIX. 

From  Robert  Perry,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Faculty  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  late  Senior  Physician  to  the 
Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary, 

St  Vincent  Place. 

I  AM  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
talents,  general  professional  acquirements,  steady  and  correct 
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moral  conduct,  of  Mr  Robert  McGregor,  Surgeon,  and  Lec- 
turer on  Chemistry,  who  for  several  years  officiated  as  Apothe- 
cary to  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary,  with  great  credit  to  him- 
self, and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Directors  and  Medical 
Officers  of  the  Institution.  During  my  attendance  as  physician 
there,  I  had  ample  opportunities  of  judging  of  his  conduct, 
opinions,  and  general  deportment,  and  can  conscientiously 
testify,  that  I  have  met  with  no  one,  who,  by  his  quiet,  amiable 
dispositions,  gentle  manners,  firmness  of  mind,  and  sound  judg- 
ment, was  better  fitted  for  the  situation  for  which  he  is  a  candi- 
date ;  his  great  experience  as  a  chemist  and  pharmacian  are  too 
well  known  and  acknowledged  to  require  from  me  any  testi- 
mony. 

(Signed)       ROBERT  PERRY,  M.D. 


XX. 

From  John  MacNish,  Esq.,  Member  of  the  Faculty  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow, 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  merits  and 
abilities  of  Mr  Robert  M'Gregor,  whom  I  have  known  for 
several  years.  During  his  long  residence  in  our  Infirmary,  his 
conduct  was  such  as  to  procure  the  esteem  and  approbation  of 
the  Medical  Attendants  and  Directors  of  that  Institution.  His 
abilities  are  of  a  high  order,  and  his  professional  attainments 
great.  He  has  conducted  himself  throughout  life  in  a  very 
exemplary  manner;  his  morals  are  correct,  and  he  is  happily  in 
possession  of  a  firm  and  calm  character. 


(Signed)        JOHN  MACNISH, 
Surgeori' 
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XXI. 

From  Allan  Burns,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Member  of  the  Faculty  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

St  Vincent  Street. 

I  HAVE  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Mr  McGregor  for  several 
years,  and  every  thing  I  have  seen  or  heard  of  him  during  that 
time,  warrants  me  in  bearing  testimony  to  his  character  and 
attainments.  During  the  time  he  was  attached  to  the  Hospital 
here,  he  showed  himself  perfectly  well  qualified  to  fill  the 
responsible  situation  which  he  held,  with  credit  to  himself  and 
usefulness  to  the  Institution;  and  I  should  say,  that  Mr 
M'Gregor's  own  merit  was  his  best  testimonial. 

ALLAN  BURNS. 


XXII. 

From  the  Rev.  Norman  M'Leod,  D.D.,  Minister  of  St  Columha. 

1  hereby  certify  that  I  am  intimately  acquainted  with  Mr 
M'Gregor,  and  have  been  so  for  many  years  past.  It  truly 
affords  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  my  humble,  but  most  unquali- 
fied testimony,  to  the  great  worth  and  respectability  of  his 
character.  It  is  not  for  me  to  speak  of  his  professional  acquire- 
ments, though,  I  may  be  permitted  to  observe,  that  few  have 
had  better  opportunities  than  Mr  M'Gregor  of  knowing  the 
theory  and  practice  of  physic  and  surgery  in  their  various 
branches ;  while  I  do,  at  the  same  time,  believe  that  no  one  could 
have  with  greater  ardour,  devotedness,  and  success,  availed 
himself  of  these  opportunities  than  he  has  done.  Mr  M'Gregor's 
knowledge  of  practical  chemistry,  and  the  honourable  testimony 
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borne  to  his  accurate  skill  in  detecting  the  presence  of  poisons 
in  the  human  stomach,  and  in  analyzing  its  minute  particles, 
obtained  on  a  late  occasion,  which  led  to  a  criminal  trial,  seem, 
in  my  opinion,  to  justify  Mr  McGregor  in  making  the  present 
application. 

Mr  McGregor  has,  for  some  years  past,  taken  charge  of  the 
Celtic  Dispensary,  a  charitable  institution  which  has  afforded 
relief  annually  to  hundreds  of  poor  strangers  from  all  parts  of 
the  Highlands  and  Isles,  who  had  no  legal  claim  upon  the  public 
charities  of  this  city;  and  I  have  good  cause  to  know  that  Mr 
M'Gregor's  humane  and  unwearied  attention  to  these  poor  suf- 
ferers, for  year  after  year,  have  called  forth  the  grateful  and 
cordial  thanks  of  all  those  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  this 
excellent  and  useful  Institution. 

NOR.  M'LEOD, 
Minister  of  St  Columba, 

XXIII. 

From  James  M'Conechy,  Esq.,  Member  of  the  Faculty  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

Glasgow,  Qth  April,  1840. 
Mr  M'Gregor  has  been  known  to  me  for  many  years  as  an 
accomplished  man,  and  an  able  practitioner  of  medicine.  He 
has  studied  chemistry  not  only  with  diligence,  but  with  success ; 
and  those  who  know  any  thing  of  legal  medicine  must  be  aware 
that  no  one  who  is  not  a  thorough  practical  chemist  can  do  any 
justice  to  that  branch  of  medical  inquiry.  On  every  account  I 
should  think  him  a  most  eligible  person  to  select  for  the  pecu- 
liar charge  which  the  Surgeonship  of  the  Police  Establishment 
involves. 

JAS.  M'CONECHY, 
Surgeon. 
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XXIV. 

From  Alex.  J.  Hannay,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Faculty  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine 
in  the  Andersonian  University,  ^c,  8fc. 

Andersonian  University. 
I  HAVE  the  greatest  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  excel- 
lent abilities  possessed  by  my  friend  Mr  Robert  McGregor, 
Surgeon,  and  Lecturer  on  Chemistry.  I  have  known  him  for 
many  years,  and  witnessed  his  early  promise;  and  observe,  with 
much  satisfaction,  my  hopes  respecting  him  now  realized,  in  his 
acknowledged  and  high  respectability  as  a  practitioner,  and  in 
teaching  a  very  important  branch  of  Medical  Science.  I  can 
most  honestly  declare,  that  I  regard  him,  from  his  high  attain- 
ments in  professional  as  well  as  scientific  knowledge,  highly 
competent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  any  department  of  his 
profession. 

ALEX.  J.  HANNAY,  M.D. 


XXV. 

From  A.  D.  Anderson,  M.D.,  Senior  Physician  to  the  Royal 

Infirmary, 

159,  Sx  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  \Qth  April,  1840. 

I  AM  well  acquainted  with  Mr  Robert  M'Gregor,  Surgeon, 
and  Lecturer  on  Chemistry,  and  have  had  good  opportunities  of 
knowing  his  qualifications,  both  professionally  and  otherwise, 
for  the  office  of  Surgeon  to  the  Police  Establishment.  These  I 
consider  of  the  highest  order,  and  I  am  further  of  opinion,  that 
his  well  known  talents  and  acquirements  as  a  practical  Chemist, 
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give  him  a  claim  to  the  notice  of  the  electors,  which  they  would 
do  well  to  weigh  deliberately,  as  they  bear  upon  some  of  the 
most  difficult  parts  of  the  duties  of  the  situation  for  which  he  is 
a  most  deserving  applicant. 

A.  D.  ANDERSON,  M.D. 


XXVI. 

From  J.  M.  Pagan,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Faculty  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,  Lecturer  on  Medical  Jurisprudence^  ^c. 

Glasgow,  30th  March,  1840. 

I  MOST  willingly  bear  testimony  to  the  peculiar  fitness  of  Mr 
Robert  M'Gregor,  for  the  situation  of  Surgeon  to  the  Police 
Establishment  of  this  city.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  ordinary 
duties  of  attendance  on  the  sick,  for  which  no  man  is  better 
qualified,  but  of  the  medico-legal  investigations  which,  it  has 
been  the  custom  to  devolve  upon  the  Gentlemen  holding  the 
situation  in  question. 

Mr  M'Gregor  is  an  excellent  Anatomist,  he  has  enjoyed  the 
best  opportunities,  during  his  long  connexion  with  the  Infirmary, 
of  becoming  acquainted  with  diseased  appearances  in  dead  bodies, 
while  his  intimate  knowledge  of  chemistry,  theoretical  and 
practical,  qualifies  him  to  undertake  the  most  delicate  chemical 
analysis.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  Mr  M'Gregor  is  most  favour- 
ably known  to  men  of  science,  not  only  in  this  country  but  on 
the  Continent  also,  for  his  valuable  original  paper  on  the 
analysis  of  diabetic  urine. 


(Signed)       J.  M.  PAGAN,  M.D. 


• 
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XXVII. 

From  William  Auchincloss,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Member  of  the 
Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons^  Lecturer  on  Surgery, 
and  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary. 

Glasgow,  6th  Aprils  1840. 

I  HAVE  known  Mr  Robert  M'Gregor  for  the  last  thirteen  years, 
and  during  the  greater  part  of  this  period,  I  have  had  almost  daily 
opportunities  of  meeting  him.  I  entertain  the  highest  opinion 
of  Mr  M'Gregor  as  a  gentleman  and  a  member  of  the  medical 
profession.  He  is  attentive,  steady,  and  painstaking;  in  short, 
from  his  practical  acquirements  in  his  profession  as  well  as  his 
intimate  acquaintance  with  chemistry,  I  consider  him  well 
qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Surgeon  to  the  Police  Estab- 
lishment. 

(Signed)       W.  AUCHINCLOSS,  M.D. 


XXVIII. 


From  M.  S.  Buchanan,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Faculty  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy^  and  Senior 
Surgeon  to  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary, 

Glasgow,  Qth  April,  1840. 

Gentlemen, 

Impressed  with  the  great  importance  of  a 
knowledge  of  practical  chemistry  to  the  ordinary  medical  and 
Surgical  attainments  necessary  in  a  Candidate  for  the  Surgeoncy 
to  the  Police,  I  have  great  pleasure  in  strongly  recommending 
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Mr  Robert  M'Gregor,  as  a  gentleman  eminently  qualified  in 
the  above  respects  for  the  vacant  situation. 

T  am, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

M.  S.  BUCHANAN,  M.D. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  Police. 


XXIX. 

From  William  Weir,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  the  Practice  of 
Physic,  Physician  to  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary,  4"^.,  S^c. 

Buchanan  Street,  Glasgow,  Qth  April,  1840. 

I  HAVE  known  Mr  M'Gregor,  Surgeon,  for  several  years  and 
have  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  his  high  medical 
attainments,  and  to  his  great  zeal  and  industry  as  a  general 
practitioner. 

Mr  M'Gregor's  natural  talents  are  excellent,  his  education 
has  been  good,  and  he  possesses  great  diligence  and  persever- 
ance ;  which,  along  with  his  sound  practical  knowledge,  render 
him,  in  my  opinion,  well  fitted  for  almost  any  situation  con- 
nected with  the  Medical  Profession. 

For  the  office  of  Surgeon  to  the  Police  Establishment  I  deem 
him  to  be  highly  qualified  ;  and  if  he  be  appointed,  I  am  quite 
sure  he  will  perform  the  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Commissioners. 


(Signed)       WILLIAM  WEIR,  M.D. 
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XXX. 

From  William  Davidson,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Materia 
Medica,  Senior  Physician  to  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary^ 

71,  West  Nile  Stkeet,  6th  April,  184-0. 

I  HAVE  been  acquainted  with  Mr  Robert  M'Gregor,  Surgeon, 
Glasgow,  for  a  great  many  years,  and  have  had  numerous 
opportunities  of  knowing  his  medical  and  general  acquirements. 
He  has  got  a  very  complete  medical  education;  and  during  the 
time  that  he  acted  as  Apothecary  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  he 
availed  himself  of  the  opportunities  he  then  enjoyed  of  studying 
very  assiduously  the  numerous  and  rare  medical  and  surgical 
diseases  which  are  treated  in  that  establishment.  I  consider 
him  extremely  well  acquainted  with  professional  subjects;  and 
as  a  practitioner  of  medicine,  his  knowledge  is  scientific,  sound, 
and  discriminating.  As  a  teacher  of  chemistry,  he  is  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  subject;  and  in  medico-legal  inquiries,  his 
acquirements  are  of  a  very  high  order.  He  is,  in  my  opinion, 
eminently  qualified,  in  all  respects,  to  fill  the  office  of  Surgeon 
to  the  Police  Establishment. 

WILLIAM  DAVIDSON,  M.D.  , 


XXXL 

From  Dr  Ritchie,  Physician  to  the  Royal  Infirmary^  and 
Lecturer  on  Midwifery, 

Glasgow,  7,  West  Regent  Street,  \Qth  Aprilf  1840. 

I  HAVE  been  a  colleague  with  Mr  M'Gregor  in  the  school  of 
Medicine,  North  Portland  Street,  for  the  last  two  years ;  and  I 
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feel  assured  that  his  previous  opportunities  in  the  Royal  Infir- 
mary and  in  the  Celtic  Dispensary,  his  familiar  acquaintance 
with  experimental  Chemistry,  and  his  steady  persevering  habits, 
qualify  him  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer  to  the 
Police  Establishment,  in  a  very  efficient  manner. 

CHAS.  RITCHIE,  M.D. 


XXXII. 

From  Harry  Rainy,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Interim  Lecturer  on  the 
Practice  of  Physic,  Glasgow  University, 

Glasgow,  Qth  April,  1840. 

Mr  Robert  M'Gregor  officiated  for  a  considerable  time  as 
Apothecary  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  where  he  had  ample  oppor- 
tunities of  becoming  familiarly  acquainted  with  all  departments 
of  medical  practice,  including  accidents  and  their  treatment. 
Since  he  left  the  Infirmary,  Mr  M'Gregor  has  been  engaged  in 
private  and  dispensary  practice.  As  a  chemist,  he  has  eminently 
distinguished  himself  by  his  original  investigations:  in  this 
department  he  has  earned  a  celebrity  which  is  not  confined  to 
his  native  country.  In  every  respect  I  consider  Mr  McGregor 
eminently  qualified  for  the  office  of  Surgeon  to  the  Police 
Establishment. 

HARRY  RAINY,  M.D. 


Glasgow .E  KhuU,  Printer  to  the  University,  Dunlop  Street. 


